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The Whole Truth Booth Heads to Inauguration, Women’s March; 
Launches In-App Video Library  

  
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Whole Truth Booth (WTB) - a free, digital storytelling platform - 
will be on the ground January 20th and 21st in Washington DC for both the Presidential 
Inauguration and the Women's March to film person on the street interviews on the 
National Mall. Film permits were granted by the City of Washington DC and the national 
parks service. This exclusive video library is accessible and searchable by app users and 
on the WTB website. 

  
Launched in the aftermath of the 2016 
Presidential Election, WTB allows people 
across America to share their own personal 
truths to bridge social, cultural and political 
divides. This free app on iOS and Android 
provides a platform to share personal 
stories and viewpoints through an in-app 
video interface. The newly updated version 
allows users to select an opened-ended 
question and provide demographic 
information to help categorize videos. 
 

Created by co-founders and best friends Maribeth Romslo of Minneapolis and Nina Sharma of 
Denver, the Whole Truth Booth launched its mobile platform on December 15, the 225th 
Anniversary of the Ratification of the First Amendment. The idea for this platform came in 
response to their frustration over the election results, the growing presence of fake news, the 
normalization of public displays of bigotry, and a general sense that they needed to do 
something concrete to help promote democracy and celebrate free speech. 
  
“We realized on November 9 that our echo chambers had gotten the best of us; we needed to 
face that discomfort head-on,” says WTB producer Nina Sharma. “Instead of getting into social 
media arguments, we wanted to create a place where people from across the political spectrum 
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could share their perspectives. We might not like what we hear, or what we learn. But if we’re 
going to move forward, we have to listen.”  
 
The free app provides a way to share personal stories and viewpoints through an in-app video 
platform. The update of the app (version 2) allows users to select an open-ended question, and 
provide demographic information to help categorize videos. All submissions are stored in a 
video library of exclusive WTB content that is searchable by app users. Users can filter by 
demographics and tags to select the stories they’d like to hear. A similar user experience is also 
available on the WTB website. 
  
By collecting stories from Whole Truth Booth users, co-founders Nina Sharma and Maribeth 
Romslo plan to demonstrate that despite politics, demographics, or geography, there is more 
that unites us than divides us in America. 
 

  
  
WTB Director Maribeth Romslo adds, “As a filmmaker, I believe in the power of storytelling. The 
Whole Truth Booth is a place where people from all walks of life can share their stories, from 
their frustrations to their hopes to their fears. It’s a place where Americans can feel heard and 
work to understand each other.” 
  
This is the first foray into tech entrepreneurship for Sharma and Romslo, who first hatched the 
idea on November 10, and had an app in-hand on Dec. 15. To accomplish so much in so little 
time, the female duo partnered with Washington, D.C.-based Hatch Apps (www.hatchapps.com) 
to develop a custom mobile app. “The Whole Truth Booth mobile app has been amazing to work 
on, and it was a perfect fit for us at Hatch— we work best on tight timelines with passionate 
teams,” says Amelia Friedman, Co-Founder of Hatch Apps. She adds, “With the Whole Truth 
Booth, Nina and Maribeth have given us an unprecedented opportunity to use technology to 
listen, empathize, and appreciate people with different beliefs by refocusing us on the truths that 
transcend political divides.” 
  
While in Washington, D.C., Sharma  and Romslo hope to collect interviews from as many 
different types of people as possible. They have a ground team of 20 people who will support 
their effort, recruiting and coordinating interviews.  
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Long term plans for The Whole Truth Booth include a road trip to big cities and small towns 
across America.  Sharma and Romslo plan to produce a documentary film that builds upon 
stories discovered through The Whole Truth Booth project. The film will weave together 
personal stories of Americans from all walks of life and all belief systems into a narrative that 
explores what it means to listen to each other and feel heard. 
 

 
  

### 
 

The Whole Truth Booth is a storytelling platform that allows people from across America 
to share their personal truths in an effort to help bridge political, social, and cultural 
divides.  Please visit www.thewholetruthbooth.com to learn more about the company, goals, 
founders, and advisors. The Whole Truth Booth is currently running a crowdfunding campaign 
on Indiegogo which has reached 35% of its $20,000 goal. The campaign ends in mid-February. 
  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WholeTruthBooth/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/wholetruthbooth 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/wholetruthbooth/ 
LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/wholetruthbooth 
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